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pit"nie»~ end designed to protect the
public from the sale of fraudulent¦docks.
The home for the feeble-minded re¬

ceived the Indorsement of the House
finance Committee, which gave it
J5.000 for the first year anil $13,000
for the .second.

HOUSE
Morulne Session.

At the beginning of yesterday'sHouse sessions, on motion of JudgeMartin Williams, -.lie legislative re-dlstrtctlng bill wns made a special andcontinuing order for Friday afternoonof this week at 3:30.
The bill increasing the salaries ofiudgcS of the Supreme Court Of Ap¬peals, which was lo.-tt Tuesday forlack of the oonstltutlonnl nfty-onoVotes, was passed by to 20.The House agreed to minor .Senateamendments to the bill regulatingassessments of mineral Innds.The Senate bill transferring controlof certain trust and other companiesfrom the Bureau of Insurance to theState Hank Kxaminer was passed.House bill No. ISS, making Htringcnt
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By LEWIS H. MACHEN

LEGISLATIVE SESSION TOO SHORT.II.
It took ti"- late Constitutional Con¬

vention u whole year to determine thatthe legislative session should last
only sixty days. Incidentally. of
course. It settled a few other ques¬tions. Hut. ir wc strike out of the
Constitution the hill or rights and
those portions of the old Constitution
which were retained practically intact,
what remains*. tho original work done
by fho Convention.Is largely mere
petrified legislation. It was of a kind
not n:s complex, and not nearly so
voluminous, us that with which each
legislature la called upon to deal
ret they took the four seasons.and
talked too huge' volumes.In tho pro¬
cess of settling a few pages of ma¬
terial and tit down tho working time
of tho lawmaltlng body of the Com¬
monwealth to only two changes of
the moon.
No member of the Convention will

deny that it was an abler body than
the average legislature. In fact,
every one will admit that the legal
ability of some bl Its members was
na great as that of any body that ever
assembled In the .State, except the
Constitutional Convention of 1329.
They were not divided Into two bodies
under diverse leadership. They were
not handicapped by the hope of ro-
clectlon, and did not stand In awe of
a veto by the Governor.or oven by
the people. They were selected to ac¬
complish purposes that were few and
dullnltc. Vet they found so much time
necessary to tin; proper consideration
of these matters that one might have
expected them to grant a like latitude
to the Legislature and authorize, thorn
to sit twelve monthh each session. On
the contrary, they took away one-third
of tho time that had formerly been
allotted to each Legislature in which
to do Its work.

In noiie of the discussions that pre¬
ceded the calling of the Conventloj
car. be found any Intimation that one
of the dutlct expected to be performed
by that body would be to diminish
the pernicious activity of the Legis
lature. Yet. from the debates of the
Convention and the result of its de¬
liberation* a man from Mars might
bo ltd to believe that the people's
chosen representatives in the General
Assembly were an aggregation of wild
men t" be hand-cuffed, .manacled an<"
permitted to perform only such lim¬
ited time as would reduce their mis-
chief-maUlng to a minimum. .-^With great respect for t!;e c.iigmi:-
Hon. becauso of it' exalted pers«Pncland for the «ake of the worthy work
they did .K-i-oinph-h. it must be said

tr-at :n the legislative article they al- Imoifi (destroyed .representative gov-or.out in Virginia. In a sixty-daysession ih i Legislature ran scarcelyl>e respoiyilve to the will of a majority¦if the people of the State In en«CK l;iWhich there Is a strongly organizedOpposition. The few casrs which oc¬
cur at lone Intervals must be regard idtin exceptional, a half dozen deter¬mined men In either house. If theyhave sufficient astuteness, can headoff almost any legislation, however do-slrable. It can be done by the sini-pli expedient of plausible and Judi¬cious delay. Not once In a thousandlimes will a contested bill which liasbeen sent back to a committee forfurther amendment ever emerge intime for u Mn,->1 consideration. With
every committee plunged to its eyestn work which must be ground out Inth* allotted time. It Is easy enoughto gain a procrastination hero aridanother one trier?. By this method,without the -lichtest exhibition of badf ilth, it !-. entirely possible to plucc I
h bill where it wtll be lost In thecrush and trampled under foot In the!closing days of the session, -A lien leg- '

Islatlon can is? done oclv by unani-
mo»j« ronsont Thus !. has come to
pass that measures Istroduccd durlns:the tlrst three dav of th? session can!>c found dead on the calendar whenth-* Legislature odjournp.
Now, It is not to he supposed that (the Constitutional Convention intend¬

ed their plan to have anv sueh re»ult.
Hut it seems strange that they should
not have foseseeu that it could not fail
to lead to such a result. I
They made too much allo^v.inrc for'the Christmas ro.ess, which theyavoided by rr.akiug the session beginIn -January They made too much al-

lowancc also for" the time saved the
Legislature by relieving It of the grant-
Ing of charters, which was imposedlipon t?lc Plate Oirporatton Oommls-
slon. They made too much allowance
also for the time supposed to be saved
the legislature by preventing it from
enacting special legislation upon cer- I
tain subjects.

I'ndrf th«* s'.mvle procedure of the
old Constitution these things; really
required very little time. Th: neces-
sity for passing gcncftai laws, to meet
local condiaiors has caused a greater
expenditure of time and eOort than
was eaved by all of the eliminations
mentioned. Th.e convention appeared
to have overlooked the fact that Vir¬
ginia Is a State of rapidly changing
conditions and expanding resources.
Problems of legislation undreamed of

lit decadr- ago must now be met and
solved by the Legislature. It should
havi time to do so with something
like the deliberation which the Con¬
stitutional Convention gave to mat¬
ters under its consideration. The Con¬
stitution should be amended and the,
nlne.ty-dae session restored.

_

penalties for burglary with explosives,
at distinguished front other sorts, was
taken up and passed; its patron Is Mr.
Cox.

I"lrr 1'rof r«»lonnl .1urors.
The tieM hill alined :il the extinc¬

tion of the professional juror. It mri lo
any one person Incompetent to serve
üb :uror more than one term In a
calendar year. 11 k patron. Daniel
Colcman. was temporarily absent.
Captain lohn A. Curtis said he had

l.e.;ii told by a Richmond Judge and by
an experienced clerk that this was a
had bill. Many men, he said, are
honorary members of military organ¬
izations and are exempt. There are
men who are experienced in jury ser¬
vice and 50 have their value.

Hill Montague said he "would ven¬
ture to orf.-r" his opinions In the
House once more. He thought the
bill a good one. as it wan aimed
at ainst the professional Juror. He be¬
lieved there are enough men in Rich¬
mond to till Jury boxes without call¬
ing in the bv«tander- who infest the
City Hal).
The bill would create difficulties in

the smaller counties, said Mr. Weaver.
He didn't know anything about pro¬
fessional jurors, and the measure
rtllght do for the eitle«.

Ilnrd»lil|i iu Count lea.
Judge William- told of the Imprac¬

ticability of stopping trials and send¬
ing for the next man drawn on Juries.
He did not see the objection in letting
a good man serve move-thai, once In
a year. Hi would venture to say that
if the Richmond bar should protest to
a Judge he would not tolerate the
const.lr t jppenianci in the Jury box
ot any Indlv'dual.
Venire? are nearly always short,

said Mr. Oliver, and men vtand around
waiting to be summoned to flit the
places; These men are forever ask¬
ing favors .to be loaned a dollar or
two.and If they do not get It of the
lawyer he loses his case. "Kor
heaven's sake," he said, "get rid of
the men who will bargain In justice
to;- such returns."

Tin- hill was passed. 60 to IS.
There was some objection to the

Con- !.')! exempting sideshows at a^-
rlculturnl lairs from license taxes.
A running debate between the patron
and Mr. Mllstcad ensued, the latter
thinking the .State would lose revenue.
Captain Raker said that the Stale Fair
usually has a deficit, and this bill
would help it to pay Its premiums

land prizes by saving to it the money
it now pays, for State licenses on the
UnaII shows. It was passed. 61 to 30.

Cor Confederate Women.
Next came the bill appropriating

S2.G00 the year fur the next two years
lor the relief of needy Confederate
women who reoelve no pensions and
are not inmates of charitable institu¬
tions.
Speaker Byrd opposed It. It was

highly dangerous, be said, to put
a sum of the State's money nt the
disposition of Individuals, subject to
no governmental supervision. It was
not tho object, but the manner which
he believed would open the door to
possible future, abuses.

Mr, Hell said that no money will be
paid except upon proofs satisfactory
to the Auditor of Public Accounts:, and
paid a tribute with his silvery tongue
to the women of the Confederacy.

Mr. Meetze followed along tho same
line, saying he would bo ashamed to
go homo and say he had voted againstthis bill.

Mr. Fitxhugh made an eloquent
speech for tho measure. Ho told
nhottt sisters of Confederate soldiers
who arc In want. One ho knows lost
four brothers nnd Is Ineligible to a
pension.
The expenditure was well safe¬

guarded. In the opinion of Mr. Jen¬
nings, the patron of ihr bill, it would
bear the cortilieate of the UnitedDaughters of the Confederacy.
To the delight of the interested wo¬

men In the galleries, who could not
avoid giving their applntise, the bill,
was passed. 7 i to 10.
The House passed a bill concerningthe transfer of stock in corporations,of which Mr. Rutherfoord is patron.

Itrglntrnllon Hills Pus*.
Next came tho companion bills of

Messrs. .lordau and Hyrd. designed to
euro defects in tho registration laws.
They are four In number, but one was
passed several days n?o, by reason ot
Its appearance at the head of tho cnl-
ndnr on a motion to reconsider it-,
engrossment. The bills giving appealsin matters of registration and pr>-viding for purging the bookr, woro
passed withOUC opposition.
Kdwin V. Cox fought the last ofthe series, which would permit regis¬

trars to strike oft the names of da»i.1
and removed persons. It was-, ho
thought, .going- back to the,old day-,when registrars could determine
whether or not a voter was dead.
There were perhaps twenty-ftli'üOeorgo Washingtons In Richmond
thru, and these individuals would
.tome around before each elect ton t.>find out it they were dead, Livs post¬
ed would he torn down at once.

Replying. Mr. Byrd said th.v thestituto -of limitation does not run
ngn'.nst a Democrat in Virginia unCi

he had been dead thirteen year?, un¬
der the Interpretation of some people.The bill was passed. .IS to 16.
By a vote of 5" tti 16, the House

then pussed Daniel Colcman'a bill rc-
pealinE the act making capitation
taxes a Hen on real estate.

It passed without objection the.Thrdckmorton bill allowing counties
and cities to ascertain and registerthe amount of delinquent tuxes
chargeable against each piece of
property since 100».

Omnkk and Autnniohlllsts.
Paul B&trgamin's bill to prohibit

persons who have been convicted of
operating an automobile while ''Under
the Influence of liquor" from againOperating a machine for three years,
was next on the calendar. Mr. Watts
thought this an excessive penalty,since a trial .justice might say if the
Operator had taken one drink, he was
under its Influence, He moved that
it b>- recommitted.
a spirited defense of his measure

was made by Mr. Bargamln. He saidthat he could see no reasonable groundfor opposition. a person who willwhile Intoxicated drive an automo¬bile on the public roads is a puhl!:menace. It was hard to draw a dis¬tinction as to when one is Intoxicated,and he preferred to leave the bill as itstood.
"Don't yo-.: think." Inquired Mr.Wätts, "that one drink will influence

a man'.'"
"It would not influence me." replied.Mr. Bargamln, amid the laughter ofthe House.
Mr. White, of Rockbridge, thoughtmost of the trouble comes from au-lomobila drivers who are under theInfluence of liquor, but who arc notdrunk. He had. he proceeded, paid agood deal of attention to the distinc¬tion, and had discovered the old Kng-llsh common law doctrine, it was:"'Not drunk is he who ftom theiloor

t an rise again and drink one,- morelRut drunk la he who prostrate lies.And cannot either drink nor rise.'Dr. R. Ü, Stcphchson »ald he wasat raid to meet drunks In the roads,even while driving an automobil.-.The. bill was passed, 89 toThe House agreed to the Senate res¬olution to 'nqulro if a vacancy existsin the Corporation Court of Danville.It passed the Moncure bill to pro¬vide for commitments to Jail whenlines are not pnld.
Personal Privileg*.Rising to a question of personalprivilege, Joseph Stebblns, Jr., of Hal¬ifax, replied to an editorial in theKoanokfe Times. The paper had saidthat Mr. Stebblns, In the rcdtstrlcting
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caucus. did not .show much regard to
the party's interest. The member puld
no attention to the editorial at llrst,
Out having received an anonymous
package containing .1 mmked copy, he
thought it possible somebody had
taken the Roanokc Times seriously.
He had expressly stated at the House

caucus, he said, that lie made no ap¬
peal on personal grounds, but only
asked the members to look to the good

the Democratic party, lie was ac¬
tuated only by patriotic motives, for
the good of the State and for the
party, and upon such eon viel ions he
thought the House would continue to
act.

lav Cnmrabvlnn Ulli.
At 1 o'clock the special Order.the

Byrd Tax Commission bill.was called.
Mr. Hurt, of Surry. offered amendments
which were accepted by Speaker Byrd.
They are that the thiid commission'
is to be elected by the General As¬
sembly instead of being appointed by
the Governor. The other two mem-
b, rs would remain as In the bill.the
State Accountant and the Assessor of
Mineral Lands.
Speaking to his amendment, Mr.

Hurt said that it would, he believed,
meet the objections to the committee
substitute voiced by certain members.
He thought legislation on the subject
.it equalization absolutely necessary,latter, the stat. Accountant could be
elected by the Legislature of 1911.

Mr. Vi httc Oppose*.
Hugh A, White; of Rockbrldge, then
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b< sau Iiis address in opposition io thebill. Some sections of It, In bis opin¬ion, were iiiiiiciiit <<( comprehension.H.- wanted the matter treated as a dis¬
ease which li Was deslrod to euro, thodisease being the unequal assessment
of tho property of the people of theState tor taxation.
Now, he said, there is one symptom«hh b cannot be touched by the pro¬posed commission. This is the real es¬

tate, which will not be again assessed
until 1915, and the next Legislature can
make provision for It. lie did notdeem it wise to create expensive ma¬chinery merely to equalize the assess¬
ments: of personal property.

Auain. the bill provides that the
Assessor Of Mineral Lands shall be .1
member of the State Tax Commission.Mr. White could not tlnd that ther--
is any such official. The CorporationCommission bad been authorized bythe last Legislature to appoint an as¬
sessor, but be is not now. *«> far as
he could tlnd. on the pay roll.
As to the state Accountant, he was

informed that that ofilciul is keptbusy witli his present duties. Besides,
he cdtlld not see what peculiar adapta¬bility was possessed by a bookkeeper
to assess values.

i>lu"erluc Standards,
When this: commission Ki ts to work.

Raid Mr. White. It is supposed t.. Und
a general average on each class .if
property. How. then, could it be obev-llig the constitutional mandate thai
all property must be assessed "at 't*
fair market value?" If the average littoo low the commissioner of the i-eAj entle must go hack ami reassess. TbcI "general average" may bring the val
lies above the lair market standard.
While a cbunty or city would appealif it felt its assessment to he too high,there was no redress tor the individ¬

ual, who must accent the inundate ofthe commission. Speaker Byrd lure in¬
terposed io say that tin- bill underdiscussion does not apply to suchcrises, and that tin1 existing law would
be invoked in behalf of the individual,who would not lose his rights, Mr.White replied thai if this be true, and
an individual assessment can be chatlg-ed. the nicely secured balance of gcu-raj averages would he destroyed. The
..¦mis could undo all the work so

; carefully done.
Sot fur .Vliirnl Almsloh,

Tlie Speaker had said that the bill
means only moral suasion used onthe revenue com-»issions. The House..Mr. White said, voted a few days ago[that moral suasion is not a goodthing.-referring to the prohibitionbill.
Then, continued the Roekbrldge man.the bill would require a personal visit

to each county and city each year.Counting the short time of three daysin each place to stud)' local values andconditions: this would require ',:,<> daysin the year, when tin- calendar allows
but :n>:.. So it would follow that
veiybody could not b,- equalized. 10Veil

if the commissioners could do the
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work, he believed the honest juries of
the Slate could do it better.
The Ural commission Ulli, he pio-eceded, was automatic, and under 't

tin revenue* could hot be Increased,
..von with Increasing; property values.
Now there was n matter of "normal
Increment/' which Mr. While read, but
confessed lie could not understand.

Again, the commission would levylaves to tin extent thai it would de¬
cide upon the rate in the light of the
assessments. This, he believed, was
unwarranted by the Constitution.
The original bill had given the com¬

mission power to £<> over the .Stale
and interfere with constitutional ofll-
ccrs. Under the change, either the
commission could do nothing or it
would establish a general average in¬
stead of li fair market value. Tie
thought the .Slate had already spentloo much money in tax' commissions,
which have not produced the fnctsh.>ssary to base future action upon.

i.ove i» Converted.
P, II, Love, of Lunenburg. who blt,-lerlv opposed the ilrst tax commls-

-i..ii bill, said that, he realized theSlat, must have equalization. This
measure, he argued, does not carrythe dictatorial power exercised in the
.Hier. lie believed the local officersto o. honest, and that if shown their

iduty they will do it. Now. the corpor¬ations arc to be taken In and their
property put oh the same basis- with
thnl of Individuals: He was readv to
vote for the bill.

Hill Montague called the pending(location, which would have dispose
"i the committee substitute. JtldgiWilliams protested against "log roll¬ing." and the pending question waslust.

.lutlge Williams then took the floor,lie said the most objectionable fea¬tures of the former measure had been
<: Unlimited.

Rolled down, It was the intent, lieargued; to reassess. if the commis¬sion were merely advisory It could ac¬complish nothing. Itut if It is suc¬cessful it must reassess the valuationsof the properly of the people of Vir¬ginia.
Individual (.'lines.

Now. he believed it impossible toachieve equalization without Individualassessments being touched. liven 'fcounties could be brought to a gen¬eral average, there remain abuses be¬tween individuals.
Who «as In do this work'.' Thecommission Is to have hearings anddecide the questions which arise. Ap¬peal* are permitted to local courts.The very essential, he said. Is that onecounty be equalized with another.Then, how would n court in Lee county,with local evidence, decide as to equalconditions with Accomac?Coining to the commission Itself, h-Lsald Captain McCarthy, tlie State Ac¬countant, owns no farming ls.nd. nohorse, no cow and no hlllygoat. In re¬ply !.. a iiuestluti. In- said he himselfowned two "f the lasi named arti¬cles.
At this point. 3 b'oldck having ar¬rived, the bill went over to I o'clocklo-da v.

AFTERNOON SESSION
When the House reassembled at .!:"".Judge Martin Williams presented the

report of the conference committee onthe senate amendments to the roilingstock bill. The report simply cliangedthe word "street railways." which arc
exempted from the distribution underthe bin. to "electric railways." sn as to
save to the eitle« till the rolling «loci«
lascs on electric roads.
Judge Williams explained the trou¬

ble gone through « Ith in scouring anylegislation at ail. He hoped the Rouse
¦could concur an.) not take the chance
of losing all by reason of delays.

Mr. Throckmortiiil objected. The
compromise, he said, was purely arbi¬
trary, in giving the cities '.'J per cent,
and taking Sä per cent, of the rolling
stock taxes on t.team railroad for the
counties and other cities. Personally,
he believed rolling stock, like other
personal taxes, should be.assessed at
the home of the -owner. Rut as long
as the change was to be made, he
wanted nil sons of railroads to be
treated equally, and so benefit JUiojiC

counties through which electric rail¬
roads run.

Slakes Klrst Speech.
AV. G. Parker, of Portsmouth, who

has served several terms, made his
tirst speech in the floor. lie told how
Portsmouth has a bonded debt of $160,-
»00. ami has paid $750,000 Interest to
help build the Seaboard Air Line and
Atlantic and Danville Railroads, and
Hum the roads moved away with their
rolling stock trv>:es.
Xow. through the sale of the street

railway properties in Norfolk and
Portsmouth and Norfolk and Princess
Anne counties to the Virginia Railway
and Power Company, Richmond would
collect the rolling stock from those,
localities. lie did not think It fair,
and said if this distinction wore to bo
made, tin law should stand as It is.

.Mr. Oliver said he little thought, while
helping to light for the rolling stock
bill, that he would be deserted In the
hour of victory by those he deemed
Ills friends. He made a pathetic ap¬
peal for the counties which contain
electric railroads that the conference
report be rejected and that another ef-
fort be made lo get the Senate not to
exempt electric railways from the
provisions of the bill. If the meas-
tire were a inalter of principle, he
would rather give up every dollar than
to sacrifice It. It would be better to

(Continued on Seventh Page.l

The NEWTOWNE
A new 1912 model that's
the lust word in collar
style . another triumphfor

* COLLARS
The collars «villi the little basic-
h tit ton shield that leti >our tic
alide frecl).aavinf lie anJ
tiros sod temper.

15c.2 for 25c
I / unr kabtrJeshtr

HAU.. HARTWF.LL& CO.
Troy, New York

S.UPEPIÖK SEEDStESTEP Af^D TRUE


